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12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
August 19, 1959

Dear Hugh:

I want to thank you very much for your
kindnees in spesaking before the Quendecim Club.
Everybody was delighted, not only with what you
had to say, but in your manner of ssying it and in
your friendly presence.

Whether you know it or not, you are a name
in financial circles and it is nice for people to
see names 1n lilfe, rather than in the newspaper.
You spoke well, you covered the subject adequately,
you answered readily to questions and with all, you
were so Jovial and non-pedantic that you instantly
made friends.

Janet's opinion that you would dc well
was completely borne out and I am very happy that

we had the privilege of having you as our spesker.
With many thanks I am,

As ever,

R. W. Bates
Rear Admiral (ret.)

Mr. Hugh D. Auchincloss
Harrison Avenue
Newport, BRhode Island




12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
August 19, 1959

Dear Mr. Myers:

Thank you for your letter relative to the Silver
Service of the Cruiser Minneapolis. I am very delighted
that you have obtained it and I appreclate the fact that it
was largely through your personal interest that this has
been accomplished. I have a joint feeling of success with
you in all of this as the whole affalr commenced with the
Minneapolis battle flags. I am golng to write to the
Bureau of Ships in the Navy Department and will discover
who constructed the Minneapolis and perhaps can discover
where the original shipt's model is—if there was one madse.
I am not sure that one was made for the Minneapolis but

we will see.

I presume that you will be enroute to Russisa
and Scandinavia. I hope you don't bring any bachelors
along with you because thls Rockefeller-Rasmussen marriage
might have a bad effect on their singleness of purpose.

I suppose this will be classed as a Bates joke.

With best regards to you and Mrs. Myers and
with many thanks for your continued interest in that
remarkaeble display which you are bullding up at the Hennepin
County Historical Soclety I am, as ever

Yours sincerely,

R. W. Bates
Rear Admirel (ret.)

Mr. Leslle W. Myers
1812 Park Avenue
Minneapolis li, Minnesota




12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
August 19, 1959

Dear Barbara and Tom:

No one could have been more pleased than I was
to receive your invitation to the reception immediately following
the wedding of your daughter, Barbara, to Mr. Armstrong. I know
that this wedding is a great delight to you and it certainly is
to me. As you know, I have always had a great admirstion for Barbara
and I have felt that she wouldnt!t be too long single. I am glad
to see that courses in sound military decision at the Naval War
College proved to be correct for she has announced her engagement
within a suitable time after I made the above personasl mental deci-

sion.

I hope that this young man 1s what you would
have hoped to have in a son-in-law. Tocday the parents have very
little to say-—the young people decide on their own although every
now and then, they go through the motions. 1In my opinion, Barbara
belongs to the old school and would have chosen no one who did
not measure up to what she felt her parents expected and hoped for

in a son-in-law, sc I congratulate you both on this wonderful
event soon to occur,

Although I have heard of you recently, I have
not seen ycu nor have I been to Washington since my return from
California and Hawall. Whether you know it or not, I retired
at the end of January upon completing the Battle of Surigao
Strait, which 1s Volumef of the Leyte series. I received a won-
derful letter from Admiral Burke for my work in six months off duty
for the good of the Navy and the good of my serles.

I didn't write you on my trip although I wrote
to nearly everyone else. The reason was I, unfortunately, did not
have your address and could not find anybody who had it. So don't
feel badly about this—I can assure you I have the utmost admira-
tion and affection for you both and shall always continue to do so.
You are an extraordinary fine pair of great personal accomplish-
ments, each in his or her own field. I also appreclate your sup-
port of me up here. I am quite sure that had you been at the College,
I would have been enabled to complete my series on Leyte.




There are many changes going on around at the
War College now. There 1s a new advanced section under Captain
Hooper, soon to be Admirasl Hooper, and this outfit, working under
R & A, has plenty of money. The old wing where I was located
plus the wing where Eccles, Tyson and others were has been combined
into one and Henry Eccles is being graduslly sweezed out. It is
nothing ageinst Henry as he and Admiral Ingersoll seem to under-
stand one another, but 1t 1s Just the small size of the War College
and the increased number of students, staff and projects. I hope
some day, in the not too distant future, to be in Washington where
I can tell you about what 1s gcing on in Newport among your numer-
ous friends.

Very frankly, the social life i1s almost too
much, particularly for a bachelor. I think I would be much more
healthy if I could play in the daytime and sleep nights; but,
unfortunately, Newport works in the reverse. The Drexel party was
extraordinarily fine and beautifully arranged. The Gorham Ball
at the Breakers was very successful., There are things going on
all of the time. Next week we have the Newport Carnival of Music
supervised, as you know, by Mary Beck. This will feature the
Boston Pops Orchestra with Arthur Filedler and will be on the Naval
Base in one of the auditoriums there. We are hoping to have a
great success in this as the money goes to the Boys Club.,

I wish you both all the happiness in the marriage
of your daughter and a most successful wedding.

Best regards, as ever

Your old friend

R. W. Bates
Rear Admiral (ret.)

Rear Admiral & Mrs, Thomas H. Robbilns
1516 34th Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C.




12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
August 19, 1959

Dear Whitey

Thls 1is to follow up my request made to you at
the last Quendecim meeting, that you eddress our forthe
coming September Quendecim meeting on the subject which
you felt would be interesting, i.e. your trip through
the St. Lawrence Canasl with the U. S. Naval Forces.

This would be on the 15th of September.

I don't expect you to write me about this but
in a day or so, I will c2ll you and you can confirm your
tentative acceptance. I can assure you that the whole
crowd 1s looking forward to hearing about your epoch
making trip and I am sure that you will have a lot of meat,
8s well as good humor thereon to tell us. If you happen
to have any slides or pictures you would like to pass
around, I am sure we can arrange to meet your requirements.

With best regards I am, as ever

Your old friend,

R. W. Bates
Rear Admiral (ret.)

Rear Admiral Edmund B. Taylor
15 Clay Street
Newport, Rhode Island




12 Mt, Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
August 19, 1959

Dear Roger:

This is the second letter to which I
referred in my first letter. Admiral Robbins,
recently President of the Naval War College, has
invited me to the wedding of his daughter, Barbara.

I should appreciate your kindness if you
will send to Miss Robbins from me one of your usual
glfts, possibly one a little more expensive than
heretofore. Everyone who has received one of these
gifts of mine, which have been so besutifully selected
by you, have been enchanted-—so there you are! I
should like the gift to be sent to Miss Barbars
Robbins, 1516 34th Street, N.W., Washington, D. C.

Best regards,

R. W. Bates
Rear Admiral (ret.)

Mr. Roger Hallowell
Reed & Barton
Taunton, Massachusetts




12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
August 19, 1959

Dear Roger:

I am writing you two letters today. The first
and most important is this one. 7You will remember that
several weeks ago the Gorham Company sponsored the Silver
Ball at the Breakers. When this went through, I was in
the Hawaiian Islands and knew nothing about 1it.

Upon my return here, I suggested that the next
time they had one of those or a time after that, perhaps
Reed & Barton might like to sponsor this ball. I wss
told by the Honorary Chalrman to write to you about this
and see whether you had any interests—sc I am doing this.

I should appreciate your kindness 1f you would
drop me a note to the address given above and indicate
your interest or lack of interest in the matter at present.
I cannot guarantee anything. It is my understanding that,
at the moment, some airline wants to sponsor one of these
affalrs., I don't think that i1t 1s very expensive but
I can find out anything you would 1like if you will indi-

cate to me that you desire that I do so.

I saw our mutual friend, Bob Leeson, at the
ball and he looked fine——we had 2 happy time together.

Best regards,

R. W. Bates
Rear Admiral (ret.)

Mr. Roger Hallowell
Reed & Barton
Taunton, Massachusetts




12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
August 26, 1959

Dear Mick:

No one could have been more unhsppy than I wes over
the passing of your gallant leader, Bill Halsey. I was unhappy
for two reasons. One because he is a nationsl figure and his
presence was always sought everywhere in order that people
might see what a kindly gentleman this old sea warrior was.
He did a tremendous job in World War II and his name will go
down in history as one of our great Naval leaders. You, naturally,
are interested in this because since you were with him so long,
you contrituted in a large way to his various successes. This
isn't new with me but this is the general opinicn of everyone.

I sm also unhappy asbout his passing because it seems
too bad that the volume on Leyte Gulf which was to be concerned
with his decisions, as well as those of others, was stopped
just at the time it was becoming very important. I should like
to have had it finished so that he could have read what I wrote
and provided corrective ideas, if he disagreed.

Now what concerns me, and you won't like what I am
going to say, I would like to get your book finished before
the Creator takes you as well. There is no doubt that we are
all nearing the time when we shall be called and, believe it
or not, this is particularly true of our Naval high command.
Notice that those who fcught in the Western Pacific in high
places have largely died. Think of them—Lee, McCailn, Mitscher,
Towers (although he wasn't out there much), Forrest Sherman,
Ted Sherman and now Hslsey. Those who were in the major scenes
of action on aboard ships are the ones who have seemed to have
undergone pressures of such nature that they quickly departed
this 1ife with the end of the war.

I would like to have this book written before Robert
Carney 1s gone, because both you and Halsey knew what was golng
on and what was in your minds, whereas the lesser Staff members

did not necessarily have it.
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I don't know what to do about it but being one of those
fellows that believes in finishing a job once 1t is started, I
am still anxious to get this thing under way again., I wonder
1f the incentive couldn't better come from you now that Halsey
has dled and perhaps you may stir the boys into action.

You wrote a letter to elther Admiral Anderson or
Admiral Morison wherein you discussed Morison's volume on Leyte
and the relation of the Third Fleet to these writings. 1In
these you wrote about me and, apparently, in a most friendly way.
When you were at Admiral Ingersoll's house here, you said you
wished me to have & copy of this and asked Admiral Anderson to
give 1t to me. For some reason, I have never been able to get
i1t out of him. He says he can't find it or some such thing. I
am, therefore, asking you to send me a copy from your own file
so that I will have exactly what you said rather than to be told.

We have had & great gala weekend up here with Arthur
Fledler and the Boston Pops Orchestra., I was on the committee
and I feel that we did a remarkable job in a very limited time.
About 5,000 people came to hear him and the Governor even sug-
gested that we bring them here every year.

The weather hasn't been awfully good, varying 20°, and
the 1ittle lady who 1is accepting this dictation is suffering
from it.

With best regards to you and to your family, I am,
as ever

Your o0ld friend,

R. W. Bates
Resr Admiral (ret.)

Admiral Robert B. Carney
1314 28th Street N.W.
Washington, D. C.




)12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
August 26, 1959

Dear McAndrews:

I recelved your letter of 30 July with considersble delight,
becsuse I think you are a fine fellow from what I have seen of you and I
was, therefore, glad to ncte that you have been selected to be a Panama
Canal Pilot., I consider that this 1s a great tribute to you as the pilot
organization 1s usually composed of a very fine and highly selected group
of men, Thelr success is clearly proven by the extremely few accidents
which merchant, or even military shipping, undergces in the Cansl. I
doubt very much whether I had too much to do with your selection. I
did write down there and discussed you and your wife and her family and
pointed out that everyone thinks well of you and I would like to know
what your prospects were. I cannot find the reply and I imazgine that
it 1s lost somewhere in the War College. However, the reply, to all
intents and purposes, was that you were fine and that your chance would
come up presently. All of this helped to a degree tut I think what helped
more than anything, was your own personal ability and high character.

I know that a very important event is expected in your
family and I think that the birth of a child and promotion of the father
should both be helpful in making the birth even more joyous than it
might normally be. I know that your mcther-in-law is fast approaching and
she is looking forward to her visit there with considerable anticipation.
I hope you will tell her that things are going along well with her Tunes
and Talents organization, which she heads, and that there will bte an
editorlal thereon next week in the local paper., I have spoken to Mr,
Grosvenor, your father-in-law, about this bgcc{fi court and I have
practicslly insisted that he sendf you the rules or something. Don't
think you are going to get so godd down there that you can challenge
the Newporters, because down there you are very much on the dry side as
a pllot; whereas, up here, we are on the wet side since we have little
to do. When you are up here and we get you on the wet side, you will
be on the offside.

With many thanks for your very nice letter to me, with
congratulations upon your advancement, and with hopes that your child
will be quite wonderful, I am, as ever, with best regards to you and
Anits

Yours sincerely,

R. W. Bates
Rear Admiral (ret.)

Captaln Thomas McAndrews

Box 294
Gamboa, Canal Zone




12 Mt, Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
August 28, 1959

Dear Admiral James:

Several ‘years ago, I appeared as the Grand
Marshal of the Aquatennial Parade at Minneapolis, Minnesota.
Last year, as a matter of interest, the Vice President of
the United States had thls assignment and this year, Admiral
Burke. Milnneapolis is a very active city with a very active
organizatlion of young business executives who are doing their
best to boom the city and are succeeding admirably. However,
in booming the City, they don't forget the past.

I presented the City with five battleflags
which the crulser Minneapolis had flown during certain of
the battles in which she was engesced against Japan in the
Western Pacific 1n World Wer II. I also gave them a large
handmade chart showing the tracks of the Minneapolis across
the Pacific during these battles. These flags and the
battle chart are on display at the Hennepin County Historical
Soclety in Minneapolls. The Navy Department thinks so well
of this that the other day they vrcvided the Historical
Soclety with the silver service of the Minneapolis. All
that they need now i1s a model of the cruiser.

I would be interested in knowing, therefore,
whether or not a model of the Minneapolis was made at the
time; and if so, where it was built, i.e. in what shipyard.
The reason for this is that the President of the Hennepin
County Historical Soclety will then write to the Secretary
of the Navy to obtain this model for this extraordinsrily
patrlotic exhitit.,

It could be that althcugh the Navy Depart-
ment might not have ordered a model, the shipyard made one
anyway, 1n which case, we will contact the shipyard.




I don't 1like to bother you about these
matters at this time with all your heavy responsibilities.
However, I feel that you can readily delegate the matter
to someone in your office who is familiar with your files,
and that the answer can be readily discerned.

With best regards, I am

Very truly yours,

R. W. Bates
Rear Admiral (ret.)

Rear Admiral R. K. James
Chief of the Bureau of Ships
Mailn Navy Building
Constitution Avenue
Washington, D. C.




© .12 Mt. Verncn Street
Newport, Rhode Island
- September -2, 1959

Dear Joe:

Thank you for the clipping relative .to your note to Admiral
Oldendorf and his comment in return to you.

"I feel as Oldendorf did and does, 1.e. that it is too bad
that these ships which have fought so gallantly for our nation's
safety should ncw be melted up so, shall we say, carelessly. I
don't think anytody really wants to destroy them but the upkeep on
ships 1s terrific and the national expenditures for modern warfare
are so great that they feel 1t unwlse to endeavor to malntain these
0ld ships and to keep them up-~to-date. ’

This could be_a very bad decision as the second line ships

" often are determind# Tn warfare. If you will recall in World War I,
the British second line of ‘the older battleships was a vitally im-
portant factor in the final military decisicn. If we should suc-
ceed in keeping out of a nuclear war and should we, on the other hand,
find ourselves in a conventional war, the need of these ships might

be greater than we think. However, there are so many factors con-
nected with it that I feel we must accept the opinion of the high
command in recommending thelr destruction.

Do you know I didn't go out there for the Grove as I was too
busy here working on seversl items. I have just accepted an invita-
tion tc the Naval War College to address the whole College on Command
Decision and to conduct a seminar with the foreign officers later
that day. For your information, we have this year 29 foreign officers
from 29 different countries. We have three new ones, i.e. Mexico,
Viet Nam and Burma. You may be surprised at bringing in these
latter three and particularly the Far Eastern two, but we find it
very important to build up good will among our allies. I asked one
of the Far Eastern officers last year what he thought of the College.
He had only been here about two weeks. His eyes danced and he said,
"T think it wonderful. I have already met officers from countries
I didn't know existed". I think he really meant from countries he
didn't know had any Naval importance.

I hope to get up there in December. With regards and thanks
for your continuing interest in me, 1 am, as ever

Your old friend,

R. W. Bates
25/// k g; Qq& Rear Admiral (ret.)
g ;-\r LA\ A
G().;\, ’C’,\, \ N
5——‘*\'—\)\ r—-"'\#'u\.x we o C’\C
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12 Mt, Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
September L., 1959

Dear Mick:

I appreciate your prompt reprly to my recent letter and I am
glad to note that you do have in mind writing somethlng someday.
This statement of yours is not news to me as I have always felt that,
sooner or later, you would have somethlin: to say about a lot of things.

It 1s true that at present you are very busy and I hope you
will continue to te so; nevertheless, it seems well, when you have
time, to dictate to one of the secretaries the thoughts that have
arisen in your mind. I should be very happy to read what you have
written because, as you know, I have always felt that you were one of
the most erudite officers on the subject of sea power and there is 2
need for your views. I tried to convey the same thought to Admiral
Spruance but he doesn't care to put anything in writing for books
or magazines. I frankly think that this 1s the wrong view and I
have told him sc. Perhaps he is leaving notes or something that

someone else might write.

As regards my own project, I am wondering whether 1t will
be possible to recpen and at least finish Leyte. I wrote to Judge
Eller about it and sug:zested we might get a foundation on the subject.
As T said before, I hate to quit when the chips are down.

Give my best to Grace and here's hoping I will see you one
day in the not too distant future when I venture to your hot

Washington.,

With very best regards and many thanks for ycur letter,

Sincerely,

R. W. Bates
Rear Admiral (ret.)
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12 Mt., Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
September 10, 1959

Dear Roy,

No one could have been more concerned then I was when the
other morning, Admiral Ingersoll called me at my apartment to
inform me of the fact that the selection board had omitt~d your
name. I got very angry about it and I told the Admiral that I
hoped that he hadn't submitted any repcrts which cculd have, in
any way, downgraded your chance at success. Admiral Ingerscll
said he knew how badly I felt about it and, to be very honest,
he felt the same. He further said that no fitness reports in
his time at the War College given to you could have been respon-
sible in any way—in fact, he seemed to think that they were
awfully gcod. Captain Wulzen felt the same. Of course, as you
know, the fitness reports by both myself and later by Captain
Wulzen are only preliminary. The President of the War Colieze
adjusts them as necessary to sult his ccncept and, in addition,
marks certaln parts—for example, the part "Hcw would you class
this officer among the Captains", is solely a function of the
President and I, for one, was never consulted on this.

Some years ago, Admiral Conolly started to downgrade some
of my fitness reports, as a result of which, we got into a
frightful argument. It ended up by my recognizing the President's

right to write what he wanted to and by Admiral Conolly recognizing
that, in my case, he should properly leave them alone, except

for the part referred to above. I am wondering what we can do
about this and what the cause may have been. In the case of
Commander Hindman, the Bureau tcld me that he had an outstaending
record but his chance of promotion had been jeopardized by his
spending 10 out cf the last 12 years on shcre duty. I wculd
appreciate knowing whether ycu are in this same category. I

don't know exactly hcw many years you spent at sea since you
became a Commander or =ven a Lieutensnt Commander. This could

be the meat of the whole thing and we are hoping thet 1t is.

We are your friends here and your loyal supporters and we believe
that the Navy made =2 mistake in your case. It is for that reason
that we are hopeful tist having completed a year at sea in the

FDR anc havins dene well, we may be able to convince the following
Board cf tie =rror of the previcus Board's ways.




(

Please tell me all abcut this and what you think the cause
may be. I haven't seen the register but I understand that a
great many arocund you were nct promoted. I thought for awhile
that it might be your age factor but I understand you are cnly
about 40, which should not be importsnt enough to affect your
promotion.

Once I have all the facts——and I plan to look them up
in Washington—I am going to do something I didn't do in the
case of Commander Hindman. I am zoing to write to the Captain
of your ship and perhaps to the Admiral and I may write a letter
myself and see 1f we can't awaken your superiors tc your com-
petence. Sc much for this for the present.

For your informaticn, I am here still and I have just
reviewed a large initial draft of a translaticn of the French
book on the Imperial Guard, i.e. Napoleon. It i1s thoroughly
interesting but 1s awfully long and hard to read because there
1s so much in it about gendalogy, uniforms, number of troops,
names, blographlies, etc. as to cause you tc be unable to omit

anyone.,

Now another matter—would you mind sending me the address
of your beloved wife. I find in my papers that the Navy Depart-
ment sent me some time ago a lot cf information asbcut scholar-
ships. I would like to mail the whole works to her and it may

be helpful.

The weather here, if it will do ycu any gcod, has been
atroclous——btoth the heat and humidity have been high together
and I have not been particularly impressed with my efficiency
during these days. (f ccurse, the Office Force knew when the

humidity and temperature was up, Bates was dcwn. This has
not occurred thils summer, possibly because I haven't been under

much pressure.

I hope that you are 2ll well and that your childr:n are
very happy in what they are doing. Naturally, I can't say I
hope you are happy because in view of the action of that damn
Board, you have nc reason to feel sc.

If you have any icdeas on what you wculd like me %o do,
please tell me.

with oest rezerds and grest regrets I am, as ever

Your cld friend,

R. “W. Bates
Commander Roy Belcigr Rear Admiral (ret.)
USS Franklin T. Roosevelt
c/o Postmaster TPQ
New Yerk, New Ycrk
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12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
October 1, 1959

Dear General Ennis:

There is a gentleman in Newport named Mr.
Forsyth Wickes who is a collector of many items, largely
French. He has a collection of Napoleon's letters and orders
in attractive volumes in French which he 1s desirous of giving
to the Army War College, if you would like to take them. The
Naval War College has a complete set of these books which 1it.
purchased many, many years ago. :

The name of the book is "Correspondance de
Napoleon ler" published MDCCCLVIII (1858). It is my understand-
ing that there were originally 32 volumes and theg were in Mr.
Wickes' chatecau in Normandy. However, when the Germans captured
his chateau and used it as headquarters, they walked off with
three or four of the volumes, There remained apparently about
28 volumes in first-class condition. Speaking for Mr. Wickes,
I sm interested in ascertaining whether you would like these
volumes even though the set is broken. The reason we thought
of the Army War College in this case 1s that Napoleon was
essentially an Army man and because the Army War College having once
bggn closed, it was thought that possibly you might not have
this set,

I hope that you remember me here as I am an
old friend of your wife, Frances, and of her mother who I see
quite frequently here in Newport and who seems very well. I
am also an old friend of Kay (Mrs. Spike Fahrion).

Things are going along very well here in
Newport. Although retired, on Priday last I addressed the
Naval War College for two hours and a half on Command Decision.
Then in the afternoon, I was in seminar with our 29 foreign
officers from 29 different countries.

I have no doubt that the Army War College is
progressing favorably under your expert guldance and that you
are finding being head of the Army War College is a r0st reward-
ing experience.
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I was at the Naval War College for about 15
years and it is awfully hard, even now, to shake it off.

Best regards to you and Frannie and with
hopes that you will be able to reply shortly to me at the
letterhead address, I am, as ever

Very sincerely yours,

R. W. Bates
Rear Admiral (ret.)

Major Genersl William V. Ennis
Army War College
Carlisle, Pennsylvania
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12 Mt., Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
October 6, 1959

Dear Judge,

Thank you for your letter of recent date rclative to
the question of completing the analysis of the Battle for
Leyte Gulrl,

I did not intend that the Govermment would pay any
thing for this work-—that is, the Navy., However, I did have
a Teellng that perhaps we could get a foundation to look into
this thing. It was ny nope that with the power of your office,
you would be able to awalten some sultable foundation to the

necessity for completing this job,

I wouldntt stress the fact that this should be done
vere it not for the fact that from all sources I hear most
favorable comments on my ability to enalyze without bias, I
hope that this is not a misplaced conviction-—you may have
heard otherwise. ify films have been shown over the years and
are being shown today to the students of the Naval War College,
not only in the Command and Staff Courses but also in the Naval
Command Course (foreign officers}. The remarks have always

been remarkable,

I don't know whether I told you before, but at our
Global Strategy this year we had the head of the Ford Public
Relations Branch. After nis return to Detroit, he wrote Admiral
Ingersoll and said that he was thoroughly familiar with gll
means of corrmnication, 1.e. radio, television, newspapers and
Tilmg. e further said that base? on this fact, that uy battle
films were usually remarkeble., One reason the fllms are re-
markable, if they are, is because the story as written in tae
analysis is up to some high standard,

I want you to know that writing these analyses is
very difficult, It taies many hours and nearly put me in the
hospital. 1In fact, my right arm got so ba? that they were
goling to give me extra punysical disability on it. It is so
much lmproved now though that I am once again showing intérest

in getting back to work on this subject only.

I do wish that you would give this matter some thought
and perhaps we can get a foundetion through Long Island University




to put up the necessary funds. It might well be that the
Navy Department would provide certain officers or bring them
back to active duty, but not me. I am the one %o go under
the foundatlon, '

I don't went to stress thils matter too much and keep
bothering you with it, but very little is gained by waiting.
I have always found that by pressuring the responsible people,
great results were often achleved.

With best regsrds I am, as ever

Your old friend

R. W, Bates
Rear Admiral (ret.)

Rear Admlral =, M. Eller

Historian of the HNavy

Office of the Chief of Waval Operations
Washington 25, D. C.




12’Mt; Vernon Street
Rewport, Rhode Islana
October 6, 1959

Dear Polly:

, .. It 1s SOmetime,since I have written to- you bu+ not
sometime since I have thought of you or heard of-you. Your
very good friends and fortunately my voery goed friends .as .
well, the Fergefsons, are always talking about you. They ad-
 mire you tremendously and thinikz you are sbout the lovellest
thing this side of the pearly gates. Because of this and
because they have a frisndship for 'me, they not only every
now and then speak of you but they sent me a clipping of .
you and your penthouse in Hawail, Someone wrots on. the
_ newspaper- picture something about "what a lsg show", I was
very properly lmpressed. However, ncedless to say, I ‘hed
already noted this very fine portion of yvour charming self
so that I could understand why it wags the photobraphera
desired this beauntiful shot.

Although hate to see thess apartment nouses being
built near Dnamoaanead, T nevertheless feel that 1t was in-
evitable unless the state took over the land and I em happy

that the aparitment houses now built or bullding zre very good L

indced, Your penthouse must be wonderful. T cantt imagine
anything nicer than to stand up there and cbserve the besuties
of that wonderful island of Ozhu, to say nothing of the sea.
bresking on its sandy shores., .-

I have been very busy since you left, largely'socially, ‘
although I have done a lot of studving and preparation. I~ :
appeared st the War CQTIege last Friday for & whole day,
during which time I was consistently under quéstioning by .
many. But surprisingly erough, I seemed to have done all
right but I had to do something before hand a8 the foreign
officers with whom I held an afternoon seminar were very.
interested in the strategy, not only of the present,Abut of

the past-—-=goling back into the 18th’ century.

Your friends, the. Fergd$sons, are in fine shape and
I can assure you had a most delightful summer, They are
marvelous-—I have never seen them do this but I haye been




t0ld so=—they are marvelous water Skiers‘and seem to be able
to twist around on one skl at the slightest vrovocation. '

- I was given a book to review, i,e. the rough draft of .

2 book on Napoleon!s Guard and I foun? it so interesting
that T invited“Bob Ferge$son to come in with me on it, :
He was as interested as I was. The book is a translation of
& French work and the translation apparently, although my :
- French is no% t00 'good, is better than the original. The :

result is that the story in English is probably better than -
that in French. Bob brought in another Army officer who is’
-an authority on editing for publication and between the three
of us, we have managsd to be helpful not only to ourselves, .
- but to the translstor, Then this book comes out, 1t should be
a great hit, not to the reading public but to the historical
public onl to the military public where command measns so
“muach, DI - 2

, I hope things are going along well with my fricnds .
in Hawali and I hope that the weather hes been bettzr than the-
weather here. We have had a tough time all summer with heat .
and humidlity. Somehow I survived it but how I don't know,

gs II§ﬁ not able to maneuver around as I dld before World

The vislt of Mr. Xhrushchev occupied our minds for a .
time but he irritates me so much, that I am reluctant %o say
too much about him here. I favored his visit %o this country,
I am glad he came and I think that his visit will do some
good. Certainly, we are not going to end the cold war, but
since the Russians had difficulty with their econoury and
since under Communist Doctrine the Commies are allowed to
make love to the Capitalists, I wonder if this move of
Thrushchev?!s to warm up the atmosphere is not designed to
.improve the Russian position. - :

I have been working busily this summer on some of thege
performences we have been putting on, such as the Husic Festiva

which featured the Boston Pops Orchestra and I am now on
Hewport!s Own Tunes and Talents, This latter is interesting
as we are going to put on a performance of sacred choral and ™ _
organ music before about 1200 pecple. I am Publicity Director
. for this and I believe that they are going to sing a hymn I
wrote for Vorld War II, ) , :

I certalinly hope things are going well with you and I

- look forward to the time when I shall see your charming self
egain, If I have anything .personal to say more than this, I
will write it in longhand., With warmest personal regards and
wy best aloha I am, as ever . o S

Your old friend,




12 Ht. YVernon Street_
. Hewport, Rhode Island -
~ October 6, 1959

Dear Tommy _ .
; " This letter is to tell you and Barbara'how del ghted.

I was to receive a letter from your own daughter, Barbara,
- relative to the wedding present which I sent her,’ I spoke
"~ to Mr,- Hallowell about this and told him I wanted samet41ng _
_ruch better than usual and left it to him to'meke the cholce.
Judg* z from young Barbara's letter, the cholce was excellent.
Wnaet ¢ am ”eal1y writing to say 1s that her letter was & ~
lovely letter and showed the high qualities of thoughtfulnass S
-'and ﬁindness wh*cn she has. She is cu;te a 1ady£ " <o -

I wrote you at the. time of the weﬂdinr to tell you of
my regret at my 1n£bility to be. present. I had'wanted to be -
present—1I1 hed wanted to be in Washington—I have a lot of .
things to do in. Washington—-bnt, unfortunately, I got myself
so fouled up here in social invitations, some of them many _
months in advance, that I found myself unable to leave for any
nwiber of days, Vearing a pair of trousers in Hewport, while
often very pleasant, can be very difficult as well, It just
happened that at the time of the wedding, I was signed up
for every night and I could not break the invitations after
I uad long accepted them, _ _

' Newport has been quite gay - all summer and this is _
surprising—-excent for the Drexel debut, there were not any
really. large parties. The Drexel debut:. was quite remarksble
and T enjoyed it and discovered that the arPangements were :
very superior. Even HMrs. Brugulere said to me that the :
Drexel’s must have heen very expensivel 2 E o

' Things are beginning to slow down here in Eb'port to
a degree, although I have been very: busy doing a lot. of
things. ‘Last Prilday; I lectured for. two hours and 2 half -
in the morning on Command Decision at the War College. 2hen :
in the afternoon, I appeared before ‘the foreign officers in
seminar, They have a rather interesting setup there in that
-they have a horseshoe with the foreign officers. sitting be~- ,
hind their country label. Starting alphAbetihally, they go - -
~ from the left on around to the right. TI.sat’t st the opeh end
of the horseshoe., You could have handled the situation because -
- you are a student oP history. Because I know a little of :




history also, I was able to handle it and they have asked .
Re back again, i,e, that is the foreign officers have. ' As

I sat there and was interrogated about Nelson's strategy,
Suffrin, as well as the battles of the Falkland Islands, Jut-
land and so forth, I couldn't help thinking of how few |
officers today could‘answer’the-Questions-adequately.- The
reason for thils, of course, as you well know, 1s that there -
1s less and less intercst in history in our Havy., -In
‘Admiral Kalbfus! day, there was a'great deal of -interest and
there was s 1ecture‘thereon-evcry week; but todey, except for
my own performance, I don't think there is mach more on
history per se. S | T o

- The social life in Newport, as I pointed out above, ‘
continues to bs pretty gay., I am going to a series of parties.
I am going to Brooks on Fridey, Lleanor dil1ls on Saturday,
the mixed clambake on Sunday with others scattered following.
it is, thercfore, wy hope that within & reasonably short '
time I will succeed in arriving in Weshington. I would like
very much to see you and Rarbarse when I am there and I will
let you know. As a matter of information, except for the o
Boston College football game in Boston and & one day trip to
Maine'and'one to Connecticut to get apples, I have not been
out of Newport in five months. From this you can see how
badly I have been restricted in my movements.

Take care of yourself and if thers is anything T can
do for you up here, please let me know,

With warmest porsonal regards to you and Barbara I am,
as ever : ’ '

Your old friend

R. W. Bates o
‘Rear Admiral (ret.)

Rear Admiral T. H, Robbins
1516 34th Street N.W. +
®ashington 7, D, C. =
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12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
October 8, 1959

-% Dear Jack:

It was wonderful seeing you up here on the occasion
of the graduastion of your nephew from the OCS course and his
commissioning as an Ensign. I haven't seen the pictures, as
yet, but one day I suppose Admiral Crommelin wlll show them

to me.

" I enjoyed meeting your family. Your sister resembles
you in many ways and certainly has the Bergen outline——that
is, her facial characteristics resemble yours.

I was very happy to have you all at dinner with me at
the Clambake Club and you were kind enough to think that I
was the host, and I suppose that your family think likewisse,
Then when I discovered that you had paild the bill, I, as you
kncw, was very much displeased. Although I know that you
did this because there were so many of your family, I,
nevertheless, am unhappy that you felt it wise to do it. It
is typical of your thoughtfulness but you wcn't deny me the
right to some irritstion.

I have just written to Judge Eller about getting a
foundetion on the ball to see if we cannot finish thils Battle
for Leyte Gulf analysis. I am getting anxious about this.

My heart specislist in Boston says that I can do it and that

he would 1like me to continue it; also, everyone that I know

in high position feels that they should be completed. I haven't
talked to Admiral Ingersoll about this because, as I told you
before, he took the stand that if the Navy Department felt it
necessary to stop it, he would go along. He did ask that it

be ccntinued but he didn't ask with any fervor—at least that

is what he told me and my section. I am very fond of him

and I appreciate his attitude in that he isn't the only one

who believes that history is not too important.

I spoke at the War College on Friday last for a whole
day, about two and a half hours in the moraing with the
whole college and then about two hours and a half iIn the after-
noon with the foreign officers only. The latter asked me many
questions of strategy, including Nelson's operations, Sufferin
(the Frenchman), Jutland, the Battle of the Falkland Islands and
many questions on World War II. Fortunately, I think there




| \

was only one question in the whole day that I had to evade,
even though slightly. These foreign officers understand
thoroughly that we profit through the lessons of history and
that the principles of strategy are changeless and, therefore,
are as applicable today as yesterday.

When I talked to the whole college, I talked on sult-
abllity, feasability and acceptability. I spent about five
minutes tying in these factors with the civilian use thereof.
I pointed out that very morning you had told the President of

~«»the Naval War College sbout the importance of these factors
In civilian 1life, and of how tefore you went into a business
deal you analyzed the objJectlve and arrived at 2 conclusion
using the abcve three factors.

I was told later that this was 2 very important part
of my talk tecsuse a lot of the War College officers realize
that all of them will not mske Admiral and, therefore, they
had better prepare themselves for civil 1life should that be
thelr lot.

As regards the Leyte Gulf completion, 1t hes been my
thought that possibly we cculd get a Foundation tc support
this project either wholly or in part. Then the Navy would
order certain officers and men to the section while the
Foundation wculd vrovide other factors, such as me. If we
could get Dick Corclly at Lcrng Island University to handle
it, we could get somewhere.

With best regards to you and "Bate" I am, as ever

Your o0l1ld friend,

R. W. Bstes
Rear Admiral (ret.)

Rear Admiral John J. Bergen, USNR
c/o J. J. Bergen & Co.

LO Wall Street

New York, New York
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12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
October 8, 1959

Dear Mick:

I was very interested in receiving that letter to the
Historian of the Navy relative to reopening the analysis of
the Leyte Gulf study. I have now received a letter from Eller
in which he talks of getting in contact with both you and Wilson
and of the desire to complete it. However, he says they haven't
any money and find 1t awfully difficult to get.

I was a little concerned at his attitude because if
you are a historian and you want action, if you can't get the
money out of the Navy, you get it out of a foundation. You
.80 to them and tell them and by virtue of your prestige posi-
tion, you accomplish things that other people might not be

“able to do. I am not belng critical here of Judge Eller be-
cause I don't know what limitations are placed upon him in
his present agssignment, but I am criticsl of everybody from

the top down%ew should be alert to the fact that a knowledge
of history 1s essential to success in war.

- I was talking to Jack Bergen asbout this the other day
and Jack was wondering 1f it might not be possible to get

~ Congress interested in this. He thought that Congress might
provide the necessary funds to complete the job. I don't
know anything about this but I do feel that the job should be
finished at the present time. Personally, I favor the founda-
tion idea with Long Island University, under the presidency
of Admiral Richard Conolly, acting as the guiding agent. Dick
Conolly wants the job and has told me repeatedly about it.
What do you suggest?

With warmest regards to you and to Grace and with
much appreclation of your deep interest in this important
writing, I am, as ever

Your old friend,

R. W. Bates
Rear Admiral (ret.)

Admiral Robert B. Carney
1314 28th Street N.W.
Washington, D. C.
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12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
October 8, 1959

Dear Dilck:

In recent time I have received several
letters from you thanking me for my thoughtfulness
in dedicating the chalr to you st the Memorial
Stadlum at Annapolis. I appreciate greatly your
approval of the dedication of this chair and your
satisfaction that I thought of you this way.

What I said 1n the letter to the Memorisl
Stadium Commlttee was quite true, 1i.e. that I con-
sider you tc be the outstanding combat commander
of your time. You made a great name for yourself
in the war with some enemles because of two things—
one, sheer Jealousy; the other, sheer irritation
that you had moved in ahead of the machine. By
this, I mean to say that there was s group in
command at the time and they promoted their own
friends and gave their friends key positions,
sometimes to the disadvantage of the United States.
Fortunately, you rose above all this and what you
contributed was always to the benefit of the
United States. Why shouldn't I recognize you.

With best regards to you and to Helen,

Your old friend,

R. W. Bates
Rear Admiral (ret.)

Admiral Richard L. Conolly (ret.)
President, C. W. Post College
Long Island University

P. 0. Box 247, Greenvale

Long Island, New York




12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
October 30, 1959

Dear Lieutenant Kiker:

The other day over at the Naval Statlon,
Captain Heerbrandt, the Commander of the Naval Station, asked
1f T had resd & book by you called "Strangers on Shore". I
sald, "no, whet was it about", to which he replied that it was
8 book written about the Newport area and the Navy in particular.
He then sald, "You are characterized there and I thought you
would like to know sbout 1it". With that, he loaned me the book
Trfom the library.

I have looked over this book and I find it
written in a very clever fashion and should draw & reading
audience. I am a little unhappy that the Navy, as represented
by you here, is perhaps a little more human than we had hoped.
In other words, some of the standards are represented as being
pretty low. However, modern books seem to require something
%%kz that and, therefore, perhaps you'felt justified in putting

n.

What I really wanted to write about, though,
waes the characterization in there which Captaln Heerbrandt
referred to. Naturally, I don't know whether you had used nme
as your example or not, but the indications are that it is I
who you have represented in this book. I must say I don't
think the characterization is =ither correct or flattering, nor
do those to whom X showed it. In the first place, I did not
retire as a Captain but as & Rear Admiral and was a Commodore
at the time you were here in Newport. Secondly, to compare
my books with Morison who, by the way, you have miasspelled and
Walter Karig is ridiculous and, to say the least, an unhappy
comparison. This is because my works are classified with no
attempt to make them popular. Certainly neither Mordison or
Mr, Karig could possibly write my books. There is far more
chance that I might write theirs and, in fact, on occasions
I have contributed.

This poppycock about being accepted among
the summer colony and the rich widows, the flowers and the
flirting is even worse than the above. This 1s so because
in the first place, I do not send old wildows flowers on their

birthday nor do I flirt with them. This is because I practi-
cally never go to tea. The thought of being accepted by the
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summer colony 1s likewise unhappy because I consider that my
Naval position is every bit as good as that of anyone of the
summer colony and I do not think that I have teen accepted
so much as there has been a mutual respect.  Certainly I
entertain them as much as they entertein me and I feel there
is a tendency here to be slightly snobbish.

Except for the sbove, I think that what you
have to say i1s falr enough and 1s correct as regards my own
views. However, the statement that I salid that Pearl Harbor
sank the battleship couldn't be more silly. I didn't say so.
On the contrary, during the war, I recommendedc we keep the fast
bat tleships because the anti-alrcraft defenseSthey provided
were so enormous that every task group wished them with them.

I appreciate fully the privilege of being
written up in one of your books which are good sellors, but
T do hope that when you have a second printing you will modify
what people consider to be a write-up of me to make 1t a little
more honorable,

Outside of all of this, Newport is fine.
The summer was hot and moist as 1t was everywhere else. The
Schools Command is underway strongly and it looks as though
the Navy in this area is moving along toward better things.

With best wlshes for the Yuletide Sesason,

Very sincerely yours,

R. W. Bates
Rear Admiral (ret.)

Lieutenant Douglas Kilker

¢/o Commandant, Potomac River
Naval Command

Washington, D. C.




12 Mt. Vernon Street

Newport, Rhode Island
November L, 1959

Dear Mick:

I was very happy to receive your letter and see that you
agreed, in principle, wlth my concept of the foundation support
relative to completing the study for the Battle of Leyte Gulf. I
hope you advised Judge Eller to that effect. I am dictating this
letter to you without your basic letter so that I am not quite
sure exactly what you said but I do know, and that with delight,
that you approve of my attitude. I am not critical of Judge
Bller. I realize that he is in a tough position because the Kavy
has never approved of history. For some reason, we seem to feel
that any sign of looking backwards 1s weakness and, therefore,
we always look forward without the guidance of the past to guide
us. The reason for this, of course, is that very few of our
leaders over the years have really studied their profession. They
were wonderful doers, none better—but as thinkers, not necessarily

s0O.

You, while you were not a graduate of the War College, had
so much interest in your profession that you took a correspondence
course and you were always located in key spots on Staff and in
Planning, so your education was perhaps better than what you could
have gotten by attending the Naval War College directly. However,
I know that you have thoroughly supported the War College in your
term of office and I know that you are one the College has always
looked up to. All I want Judge Eller to do is to use the power
of his office to see 1f he can't get a foundation interested in
this matter. I know that there are many foundations and I feel
almost certain that one of them can be convinced as to the correct-
ness of this foundation idea.

I hope your trip to Europe was very successful and very
rewarding. I don't know whether you went alcne or not but I hope
thet your Mrs. went with you. Modern l1life, with 1ts high tensions,
requires in many cases that the wife go along with her husband
on these trips. She seems to be a sobering influence and keeps
him out of trouble of all kinds. I suppose the reason I haven't
made any trips 1s I haven't got a wife!l

I plan to go to the Army-Navy game and I suppose you will
be, so I will see you at the Commandant's pre-game luncheon. Best
regards and thanks for your loyalty and persistent support of me,
I am, as ever

Your o0ld friend,

R. W. Bates
Rear Admiral (ret.)
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12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
November 4, 1959
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Dear Jack:

I certainly enjoyed the Navy League Banquet in New York.
I had a fine seat alongside the Assistant to the President of
U. S. Steel, Mr. Barngm (?). I had a long talk with him and
he wants to communicate with me. I have his name on a csrd
in my pocket at my apartment so that, but for the moment, I have

perhaps forgotten 1it.

I thought this was perhaps the best Navy League Banquet
that has been held. Everything was quite emotional, particularly
the reference to Admiral Bill Halsey. The way it was done was
very clever - the blowing of taps, the echoes — the whole thing
indicated an understanding end well thought out program. Are
you going to be at the Army-Navy game and, if so, are you attend-
ing the Commsndant's pre-game luncheon. For some reason, I was
cut off last year but I have now been restored, so I hope to be
theres.

I received a letter from Mick Carney the other day saying
that he was very impressed with my 1dea of having a foundstion
get back of this study of mine on the Battle for Leyte Gulf. I
recollect that you suggested Congress and Byrnes MacDonald, who
unfortunately died, had told me just before he died that he
would gusrantee to start it in a matter of minutes if I gave
him the word. This was through his New York political connections.
I didn't glve him the word as I preferred to operate through more
"legal" means. I recollect that you had indiceted Admiral Carney
would not support this project. This may be sc but in his letters
to me, he seems very snxious to straighten it out. This is
because his staff have read my studies and are impressed that
I am the only one who has, at this point, a clear understanding
of Admlral Halsey's problems. This is becsuse of the great
extent of research my Staff sand I did to get the truth about
the operations of all commanders and so faer I think we are

uniquely fair.

I am going to write a letter to Mary shortly. I was very
distressed that she had lost her mother. We all know that these
things willl occur and we, ourselves, will be called one day; but,
nevertheless, when it occurs, there is always a shock — so your
beloved Mary is probably in shock to a degree and I want to help

pull her out.
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I loved meeting your daughter, the Countess. I think
that she 1s perfectly stunning and i1s really beautiful, not
only in her appearance but in her outlook toward 1life. 1In
addition, she seems completely unspoiled. You certainly did

a fine job here!

With best regards snd many thanks for everything, I am,
as ever

Your old friend,

R. W. Bates
Rear Admiral (ret.)




12 Mt. Vernon Street

Rewport, Rhode Island-
November 4, 1959

o

Dear Dick:

it was very nice to see you at the Navy League Banguet at
the Waldorf-Astoria last week and I was delighted to see how well
you were looking. Certainly, your success as President of the
Long Island University is doing nothing to increase your age,
either in appearance or in fact.

I am awfully sorry that I cannot be there for your ceconvoca-
tion and reception on November 9th but, alas, I am on this show
"Newport's Own Tunes and Talents" which goes on Sunday night and
we wlll have matters connected with it on Monday morning. I shall
be very happy when it is over as I have had to do a considerable
amount of work as the Publicity Director. I have enjoyed the
work, however, as it has given me certain contacts in Rewport which
I might not otherwiss have made. 1In this, I refer largely to the
working public, such as the owners of stores, managers of banks,
end, in fact, the people who do things in each community.

I hope Helen is in fine shape and that your residence
looks as charming in the fall as it did in the spring. I will
be writing you presently as I should like to come down there and
see you for a few days, but I want to go to Washington first, I think.

There is still some conversation going on relative to com-
pleting this project of mine. Admiral Carney seems pretty anxious
to get 1t underway and I wrote a letter to both him and the Director
of Naval History, Admiral Eller, wherein I suggested that a founda-
tion be obtained to do this under the guidance of the President of
Long Island University. I got a fine letter back from Mick saying
thet he was all behind it and hadn't ever thought of the foundation.
I have heard nothing from Eller, possibly because I may have in-
ferred that I was critical of his procrastination. Actuslly, this
is not so as the project was not directly under Eller anyway.
However, to get it underway now will require Eller or other influ-
ence. I would like to have the decision in the matter as the papers,
the file cablinets and everything is being held up here at the War
College in abeyance. I don't have to do this at the War College.
Actually, I could just as well do it either in Washington or even
in Greenvale, Long Island. The point is that there must be a staff
and elther this would come from the foundation or the Navy would

supply this phase.
With best regards to you both, I am, as ever

Your old friend,

R. W. Bates
Rear Admiral (ret.)




12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
November 6, 1959

Dear Sir:

I am Rear Admiral Richard W. Bates, U. S. Navy, Retired,
living in Newport where, until recently, I had been associated
with the Naval War College writing critical analyses for the
last twelve years, As a consequence, people in town and I
are very frliendly. For that reason, a gentleman in Newport
named Mr, Forsyth Wickes communicated with me relative to
a collection of Rapoleon's letters and orders which hLe is
desirous of giving to the Military Academy, if you would
like to have them. For your information, the Naval War
College has a complete set of these books which they pur-

chased many, many years ago

The name of the book is "Correspondence de Napoleon
ler". It is my understanding that there were originally
32 volumes and they were in Mr. Wickes' chateau in Normandy
when the Germans captured it and used 1%t as headquarters.
At this tine, they walked off with three or four of the
volumes. There are presently about twenty-eight volumes
in first-class condition. Speaking for Mr. Wickes, I am
interested in ascertaining whether you would like these

volumes for the Military Academy, even though the set is
broken.

I don't know the value of these books today. I
don't think 1t is very great but they are in good condition
and might possibly be useful. I should apprecliate a reply

from you as regards these books addressed to me at the

above address.

With best wishes for the Thanksgliving Season, I am

Very sincerely yours,

R. W. Bates
Rear Admiral (ret.)

Librarian
U. S. Military Academy
West Point, New York




12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island
November 9, 1959

Desr Charles:

The other day just before the Pennsylvania game, I
called your office and endeavored to contact you. Unfortunately,
you were on the way to Philadelphia and it was not possible to
do so. However, Commander Dudley took over and was helpful,
for which I wish to thank him, through you.

I called you about a Dr. John Adams from Newport who
was down there at the Annapolis Golf Club in his yacht "Gee Gee",
(a small 33 footer). Apparently, the Doctor had been blown into
the Chesapeake by strong winds and seas and had decided to go %o

Annapolis.

He called his wife in Newport, (the former Muriel
Vanderbilt) and told her of his presence there. As I was at a
dinner party where she was also, I called your office to see if
they would not be willing to show Dr. Adams around the Raval
Academy. Commander Dudley sald he would be very happy to do so
and I am sure made an effort to find the Doctor. Alias! the
weather had suddenly cleared and the Doctor had declded to depart
immedistely. Whether or not he called your office about this, I
do not know; but if he didn't, it was an unhappy thing, and I
apologize.

Anyvay, I wanted to thank you for the kind assistance
of your Staff.

Hew subject = I received a letter the other day from
a former PT boat officer, Mr. Harold B. Stoughton, relative to
his son, Bob, who wants to go to Annapolis. The boy has an extra-
ordinarily high record, having a high school average of 92% which
placed him in the honor socleties, etc., etc. He 1s an excellent
leader, being President of the Senior class, runner-up for "Boys
State", co-captain of the varsity football team, etc., etc. He
is a very good athlete, having been on the wrestling, football
and baseball teams and, believe it or not, has competed in the
International Comet Class Racing Regatta during the past year.
He has passed the physical examination at West Point. According
to the father of the boy, Colonel Bolling at the U. S. Military
Academy said confidentially that young Stoughton's qualifications
"fit the whole man concept beautifully and that the boy 1s just the
kind they wanted at the Military Academy". Unfortunately for the
Army, the lad wishes to enter the Naval Academy. So the father has
written to me and apparently to "Rip" Miller about it. The boy 1is
17 years old and wants a Naval career more than anything else.
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] The father wrote to me because he has had difficulty
getting an appointment fo Annapolis for his son. There is a lot
of politics in this, and a boy nowhere nearly as deserving as
young Bob Stoughton may be appointed. Is there some way the S
' Navy can handle this? Could you have someone ¢n your Staff advise
me immediately about this?

I hate to bother you but knowing that as Superintendent
you are very interested in the quality of your mldshipmen and 1in
the future of our Nation, I feel that you don't mind.

With best regards and with hopes I will see you at the
Army-Navy game and before the game at Admiral Lyman's, I am, as
ever

Your old friend,

R. W. Bates
Rear Admiral (ret.)

Rear Admiral Charles L. Melson
Superintendent, U. S. Naval Acadenmy
Annapolis, Maryland




12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Islend
November 9, 1959

| TITCS)
Dear Jack:

I appreciated greatly having received several cards
from you as you moved across the Continent to Downey, and I am
happy that your trip was evidently so successful. I hope you
are finding things in California up to the high standards which
you had hoped to discover there, and that all is well. While
you are there, I hope you will see Captaln "Joe"™ Rochefort who
i1s somewhere around the Los Angeles area, and will also check
up on our old friend, H. M. S. Gimber.

T noticed among the comments in the latest U. S. Naval
Institute that Admiral Ruddock has moved into the picture.
Ruddock says that he was surprised to read also in the Naval
Institute that Admiral Oldendorf had had word about L:00 A, M.
that the Japanese were coming through San Bernardino Strait.
Ruddock says that this interested him because he alsoc is certain
that he had received this word about that time.

I don't know where this idea came from as we have all
searched thoroughly in all files to see if we could support
Admiral Oldendorf, but without success. I, therefore, don't
think that it is true, Ruddock seems to think that it may
have been a coast watcher report. However, it it were a coast
watcher, it seems strange that action wasn't taken by someone.
Ruddock suggests that the files of the Weat Virginia be looked
into carefully and I may ask permission to do it. But since
the point about early information 1s not mentioned in Mr.
Hawthorne's book and not in Oldendorf's report, I am wondering
1f it hasn't grown up through the years. I think that the
first time that I heard about it was in Washington (February
1945), when Admiral Oldendorf tried to include it in his state-
ment, now on microfilm.

T am still around Newport and will go to California
next month or in January. I haven't declded, as yet, as I want
to go down to Washington to dlscern what, if anything, is in
the sir regarding the completion of our project.

For your informstion, Admiral Carney is anxious to
have it done and so are others and I have suggested a founda~




tion, at least in part, and this meets with Carney's great
approval and possibly with Ellerts - but as to the latter,

I do not know.

I am fine and since the weather has cooled, my health
seems to have cooled with it.

With best regards, I am, as ever

Your old friend,

R. W. Bates
Rear Admiral (ret.)

Captain J. C. Titus USN
792 East Second Street
Downey, Californla
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